Suspension of Sitting.

THIED READING,

The Bill read was then a third time,
and passed.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING.

The sitting of the Council was then
suspended until five minutes to 4 o’clock.

THE PROROGATION.

At 4 o'clock the President resumed
the chair, and announced the receipt
of the following Message from His Ex-
cellency the Governor:—

Message No. 1.

“W. C. F. ROBINSON,
“ Governor.

“The Governor has the honour to
“ transmit, herewith, a Proclamation
“under his hand and the Seal of the
“ Colony, proroguing the Legislative Coun.
“cil and the Legislative Assembly to
“ Wednesday, the 28th of March next.

“The Governor thanks your Honour-
“ able House for the Bill which you have
* passed for enabling the compalation of
“ the Electoral Rolls to be at ouce pro-
“ ceeded with, and to which, in Her
“ Majesty’s name, he has this day as-
* gented.

“Government House,
** December, 1893.”

Perth, 22nd

ProonamaTioN by His Ex-
cellency Sir WiILLIaM
Creavee Fzancie Roetx-
BoN, Enight Grand Crossof
the Most Distinguighed
W. C. . RomiwaoN, Order of St. Michael and
St. George, Govornor and

{1.8.} Commander.in.Chief in and

oAver the c:iﬁ?’i:: Wentex('ln
encies, &c., &e., &c. i
‘Waereas under the provisions of ** The Con-
stitution Act, 1889,” it is made lawful for the
Governor of Western Australia for the time
being to fix the place and time for holding the
first and every other session of the Legislative
Council and Legislative Assembly of the said
colony a8 he may jundge advizable, and also to
prorogue thesaid Legialative Council and Legis-
lative Assemably from time to time by Proclama-
tion or otherwise whenever he shall think
fit: Now TaEREFORE I, Sir WiLLiam CLEAVER
Fravcis RosirsoN, G.C.M.G., being Governor
ag aforesaid, in exercise of the powersso in me
vested, deeming it advisable to prorogue the
Le%slative Council and Legislative Asgsembly
of Western Australia, do hereby announce and
proclaim that the said Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly are prorogued ac-

‘Western Australia, }
to wit.

(22 Dc., 1893.]
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cordingly to WebpnNEsDAY, THZ 28TH DAY OF
Mancs, 1894,
Given under my hand and the Public Seal of
the said colony, at Government House,
Perth, this 22nd day of December, 1893,

By His Excellency’s Command,

JOHN FORREST,
Jor Colonial Secretary.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN!!
The session then closed.

Pegislatibe Jssembly,
Friday, 22nd December, 1693,

Electoral Bill : Legislative Council's amendment—FPre-
seotation of the address-in-Reply to His Excellency’s
—Midland Railwa Co%pmy H Spnyment of in-
terest—Land Titles Index—Water Supply on the
Murchison Goldfields—FPost Office nt Cgl , and Tafl
arrangementd on the Murchiscn Goldfields—Pro-
sed Bonus for early completion of the Murchison
?Cuunz ‘Telegraph-—Motion for Adjownment—Appoint~
ment of Teacher of Method—Smoking on woy
Flatforms, ete.—Appointment of Inspector of Stock
{for Southern ;portions of the Colony—Water S\;{p]y
for Locomotives between No and Southern
Cross—Reformatory for (Gdrls—Townsaite at ' Han-
nan's Find ’--Telogrph line between Southern Cross
and Coolgardie—Water Supply for Cossack—New-
castle Rallwny Staﬂon—M:En’ d Railway Com :
payment of interest : motion for adjournment:
mgham-Jarrahdale Railway: freight rates—Appoint-
ment of o Civil Service Commirsion—Prorogation.

Tar SPEAKER took the chair at
neoon.

PrAYERS.

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL.

ELECTORAL ROLLS BILL.

The following Message was delivered

to and read by Mr. Speaker :—
“ Mr. Speaker,

“The Legislative Council acquainis
“the Legislative Assembly that it has
“agreed to a Bill intituled ‘An Act to
“authorise the immediate preparation of
“the New Electoral Rolls to be compiled
* in accordance with the Constitution Act
*“ Amendment Act, 1893,” subject to the
“amendment contained in the schedule
“anpexed; in which amendment the
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“ Legislative Council desires the concur-
“rence of the Legislative Assembly.
“@eo. SHENTON,
 President.
* Legislative Council Chamber,
* Perth, 22nd December, 1893.”

“ Schedule showing the Amendment made
“by the Legislative Council in * The
* Electoral Rolls Bill.’

“On page 1.—Title—Add the follow-
“ing words to the end: ‘and for other
“ purposes.’

“(C. LEE STEERE,
“Clerk of the Council.
*# 22nd December, 1893.”

IN COMMITTEE.

The amendment proposed by the
Legislative Council was read and was
agreed to, sub silentio,

Ordered—That a Message be trans-
mitted to the Legislative Council, in-
forming them that the Assembly had
agreed to the amendmment made by them
in the Bill.

PRESENTATION OF THE ADDERESS-IN-
REPLY TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.

At ten minutes past twelve o'clock,
noon, Mr. Speaker, accompanied by mem-
hers, proceeded to Government House to
present the Address-in-Reply to the
Speech of His Excellency the Governor
upon the opening of Parliament, and
having returned,

Mz. SPEAKER reported that be bad,
with members of the House, waited upon
His Excellency the Governor, and had
presented to him the Address of the
Legislative Assembly, agreed to upon the
21st instant, and that His Excellency had
been pleased to reply as follows :—

“Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the
« Legqislative Assembly,

"I thank you for your Address-in-
“Reply to the Speech with which I
“ opened the session, and for your assur-
“ance that careful consideration and
‘“attention will be given to the matters
* brought before you.

* Government House, Perth,

« 22nd December, 1893.”

MIDLAND RAILWAY COMPANY—PAY-
MENT OF INTEREST.

Mxr. DEHAMEL, with leave, without

notice, asked the Premier whether theGov-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Midland Railway Co.

ernment had received any information in
regard to the intention of the Midland
Railway Company, as announced in that .
morning’s paper, “to ask the Govern-
ment to pay the interest on the deben-
tures of the Company’s 1893 loan, -in
accordance with the terms of the guar-
antee given by the Government.” If so,
what action the Government proposed to
take P

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he had much pleasure in giving all
the information which the Government
possessed, in respect of this matter. He
might preface his remarks by saying that if
the Company did not pay the interest on
the 1st of January, the Government
would have to do so, under the terms of
the Act of Parliament and the agree-
ment. It was provided also in the agree-
wment and in the Act that in the event of
the Government being called upon to
meet any claim on account of the Mid-
land Company, they might apply any
moneys of the Company in their hands
for that purpose. There was about
£14,000 in the hands of the Government
belonging to the Company (being the
amount of their deposit, with accrued in-
terest), and in the event of the Govern-
ment being called upon to pay the interest
due on the Company’s loan, or any por-
tion of it, or any other payment on
account of the Company, the Govern-
ment could take the sum required from
the amount in hand. The Midland Com-
pany had applied to the Glovernment a
few days ago, informing them that they
were not able to pay interest at the pre-
sent moment ; that they had not arranged
their affairs so as to place them in funds,
and asking the Government to make the
payment. The Government were in com-
munication with the Agent-Geeneral and
with their legal advisers and their finan-
cial advisers in London on the subject,
but bad not yet received the informa-
tion they asked for. The Government
had not at present come to any decision
in the matver. He did not think it would
be in the interests of the country or
of anyone for the Government to say what
they proposed to do in this matter, be-
cause they desired, in the first instance,
that the Midland Company should pey its
interest rather than the Government. Of
course the Act and the agreement pro-
vided that if the Company did not pay the
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interest on this loam, the Govermment
would have to pay it, for protecting the
credit of the colony, and this ought to be
done on the date specified. It was a
serious question as to whether the Gov-
ernment should allow the Company to
make default in this matter or not. He
was not prepared to make any statement
with regard to that, because it had not
been considered by the Government; but
it was a question which the Government
would have seriously to consider in re-
lation to their own credit and that of the
colony.

LAND TITLES TNDEX.

Mz. DeEHAMET,, without notice, asked
the Premier whether the printing of the
index to the names of holders of land,
compiled in the Land Titles Office, would
be pushed forward as quickly as possible,
as he understood it had been in the hands
of the Government Printer for sizx or
eight months.

Tag PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said there were many things in the hands
of the (Government Printer, which were
wanted. The building extension at the
office had caused inconvenience and delay
in getting out the printing, and no doubt
the printer had been labouring uvnder
great disadvantages. He hoped the ar-
rears would soon be overtaken.

WATER SUPPLY ON THE MURCHISON
GOLDFIELDS.

Mr. DARLOT, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, whether it was a fact that the
officer representing the Government on
the Murchison Goldfields was unable to
take steps to supply the public with
water, in consequence of being denied
the necessary funds by the depart-
ment ; if g0, what arrangements had been
made ?

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) replied:
No; itis notafact. A verylargerequisition
for varicus goods was received from the
officer in charge of the water supply on
this goldfield a few months ago, and
some delay ocourred in supplying it, owing
to the absence at Yilgarn of the Super-
intendent of Water Supply, but with the
exception of one or two items everything
has sioce been supplied.

[22 DEc., 1893.]
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POST OFFICE AT CUE, AND MAIL AR-
RANGEMENTS ON THE MURCHISON
GOLDFIELDS.

Mr. DARLOT: I rise to ask the
Premier—(a) Do the Government pur-

oge erecting post office premises at the

Eue; if 50, when; and what arrange-

ments have the Government made at the

various mining centres on the Murchison
goldfields for the receipt and delivery of
mails, the issue and receipt of post office
orders, and the necessary provisions fora

Government Savings Bank ¥ () Do the

Government purpose maldng immediate

arrangements for an efficient and econ-

venient gold escort ?

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied as follows:—(a) 1. The Govern-
ment intend to erect public buildings at
Cue, on the Murchison goldfields, as soon
as plans are prepared. They will com-
prise Warden's Court, Warden’s quarters,
post office, &c. 2. There are three post
offices on the Murchison goldfield, viz., at
Cue, Nannine, and Mount Magnet, all of
which are connected by regular mail ser-
vices, which also extend to the Horseshoe
Bend and Mount Labouchere. 3. Until
post offices are properly formed, with
postmasters trained to the duties, it is
inexpedient to establish money order
system or savings bank. This will be
arranged as soon as buildinga are erected.
(b) As regards the gold escort, the matter
is now under consideration, and will re-
ceive the careful attention of the Govern-
ment,

Murchison Telegraph.

PROPOSED BONUS FOR EARLY COM-
PLETION OF THE MURCHISOR (CUE)
TELEGRAFPH,

Mzr. DARLOT, in accordance with
notice, asked the Director of Public
‘Works whether the Government had ar-
ranged to transmit and receive messages
each fifty miles as the telegraph line to
Cue was completed, and did they pro-
pose offering a bonus for the completion
of the telegraph line by the 3lst May
next ?

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H. W. Venn) replied:
Arrangements have been made to receive
and transmit messages each fifty miles as
the telegraph line is completed (or at
convenient places). The Grovernment do
not contemplate offering a bonus for the
completion of the line by 31st May.



1240  Murchison Telegraph :

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. SIMPSON, at a later stage, moved
the adjournment of the House in order
to call attention to the reply of the Direc-
tor of Public Works. e said it was of
extreme importance that there should be
an early completion of this line. He knew
that there were tens of thousands invested
on the Murchison field, and the absence
of telegraphic communication retarded the
development of the field and the intro-
duction of more capital and labour. He
believed that a reasonable bonus for the
early completion of this work would pay
the colony splendidly, as an earlier revenue
would be derived from the line. He kmew
of one capitalist largely interested in the
Murchison who had to pay 50 sovereigns
to get a special message through to the
other colonies,

Mr. TRAYLEN seconded the motion,
but said it was an extremely vicious prin-
ciple that had been advocated by the hon.
member. If anything, it was a reflection
upon the department for having given so
long a time for the completion of the line.
Bonuses should be given only in excep-
tional cases, such as the pushing on of
the Yilgarn Railway, which was made ab-
solutely necessary by the influx of people
to the fields and the discovery of Cool-

gardie.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said a great mis-
take had been made in granting the con-
tractors 12 months in which to finish the
line. The only hope for this colony lay
in the development of its mineral re-
sources, and a bonus was justified in this
instance. He should like to draw atten-
tion to another matter.

Tae SPEAKER: The hon. member
will not be in order in alluding to any
other matter than that in respect of which
the motion for adjournment was made.

Mr. A. FORREST said most of the
goldfields wounld justify 2 smell bonus
being spent upon them. The reason for the
long time allowed in the construction of
thig line was that the poles and material
had to be carted from Geraldton, a dis-
tance of over 300 miles,

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H W. Venn) said the
hon, member for the Gascoyne seemed to
pass a reflection upon the Government
for want of foresight. Seeing the dis-
tance the material had to be carted, twelve
months wag a reasonsble time to allow.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Proposed Bonus.

" If the Glovernment could hasten on the

work they would do so; but he did not
think they would be justified in expend-
ing money on a honus.

Mg. SIMPSON said that since this
contract was let, the field had leapt from
& 50z. to a 12o0z. field—a thing perhaps
unprecedented. The Premier might laugh
when he said this, but it was the laugh of
ignorance as to what was going on there.
There was about £10,000 worth of gold
now wandering about the district—no one
kuew where, owing to the absence of
means of communication—and the where-
abouts of which was a source of great
anxiety to the owners, Giving a bhonus
in this instance was not forming a pre-
cedent, as a bonus had been given before.
If the Government wanted to block the
Murchison, for the sake of some red-tape
rule, hon, members should know of 1it.
He asked, as an alternative, that the con-
tractor should be allowed, as an induce-
meat for quicker work, to charge for send-
ing messages over the line wherever he
could. This might hasten the completion
of the line.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
objected to the remark of the hon. mem-
ber for Greraldton, as to the Government
wishing to stop the progress of this gold-
field. That would be perfectly absurd.
No doubt the hon. member was anxious
about the £10,000 of gold wandering in
the bush; but surely it was under proper
escort. The line would be opened in sec-
tions of 50 miles. If the Government
could make arrangements for the work to
be carried on quicker it would be done.
But he did not believe in the bonus systen.
Naturally, it would pay the contractors
best to push on the contract as fast as
possible for their own sake His friend,
the Director of Public Works, had en-
tered into a calculation as to the cart-
ing that wounld have to be doune in coun-
nection with this contract, backwards
and forwards, and it came to about
83,000 miles.

Mg. DEHAMEL said he was glad to
hear the Premier calling attention to the
dangerous principle of bonuses, though
the hon. gentleman himself was the prime
originator of bonuses in that House. Only
last, session they had a bonus given, be-
fore the House ever met, to Mr. Keane,
to induce him to complete the Yilgarn
Railway a little bit sconer than contract
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time; and he really did not see why the
Government should make fish of one and
flesh of another.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) said the
Government were fully alive to their re-
sponsibilities in this matter. With the
professional opinion at his back, the
Minister ought to know better than any
hon. member what time should be al-
lowed.

Motion for adjournment put and nega-
tived.

ATPOINTMENT OF TEACHER OF
METHOD.

Ma. LOTON (for Mr. Corvor) asked
the Premier-—1. Whether the vacancy for
the office of Teacher of Method in the
Education Department had been duly
advertized in this colony and at Home, or
whether the appointment was a matter of
private influence on.the part of the Colo-
nial Secretary ? 2. Whether, in the event
of the appointment not being already
made, the Government would, for the pur-
- pose of securing the mest competent man,

advertise for a.thca.t.mns o3 Whether
in future all such appointments would be
made without any notice or advertise.
ment to the public that such office is
open ?

Tae PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest)
replied : —1. The appointment of Mr.
McLagan was made after due inquiry,
with testimonials which eminently quali-
fied him for the position. 2. He was
strongly recommended by the Chief In-
spector of Schools as being thoroughly
competent. He was personally unknown
to the Colonial Secretary. 3. This must
be left to the discretion of the Govern-
ment,

SMOKING ON RA]%L(V;VAY PLATFORMS,
TC.

Mzs. TRAYLEN, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Rail.
ways whether it was his intention to en-
force the by-laws against smoking on
railway platforms, waiting rooms, and
sheds ?

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. 'W. Venn) said the by-
law was being enforeced at the present
time.

[22 Dec., 1898.] Waler Supply, Yilgarn Bhoy. 1241

APPOINTMENT OF INSPECTOR FOR
STOCK FOR SOUTHERN PORTIONS OF
THE COLONY.

Mer. MONGER, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier: 1. Whether it
was @ fact that an arrangement had been
entered into by the Government in which
the services of a gentleman had been en-
gaged to act as Inspector of Stock in the
Southern® portions of the colony, at a
higher salary than that paid to the Chief
Inspector ¥ z. What were the terms
upon which the engagement was made ?

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied: 1. The Government have en-
gaged the services of Mr. Henry H.
Edwards as veterinary surgeon for one
year, from the lst of February uext, at
the rate of £50 per month, to include all
travelling expenses except railway fares.
2. He is appointed for the whole colony,
but if he pgoes further North than
Northampton or further East than 20
miles from the principal towns in the
Eastern districts, his expenses will be
paid. 3. The Government made inquiries

_from the Government of Victoria, and

have been assured of Mr, Edwards’ com-
petency. 4. His first duties will be in
connection with the disease known as
“rickets”’ or ** wobbles.”

WATER SUPPLY FOR LOCOMOTIVES
BETWEEN NORTHAM AND SOUTHERN
CROSS.

Mr. PIESSE, on behalf of Mg. THROS-
8ELL, in accordance with notice, asked
the Commissioner of Railways what pro-
vision was being made for a water sup-
ply for locomotive purposes Dbetween
Northam and Southern Qross ?

Tae COMMISSICNER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) replied:
Designs have been prepared for ten (10)
tanks, but only {wo of these will be com-
pleted before the railway is opened. One
of them is already completed, and arrange-
ments have been made for the other to be
put in hand immediately. This will en-
able the railway to be worked for some
time pending the completion of the other
ones. The two tanks referred to are about
80 miles apart; the one which is com-
pleted being at Kellerberin, and the one
about to be undertaken being at the
Parker’s Road crossing. Pending com-
pletion of the other tfanks, it will be
necessary to carry ome or two running
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tanks with each train, but this can easily
be donc as long as the traffic remains
light.

REFORMATORY FOR GIRLS.

Mz. SOLOMON, without notice, asked
the Premier whether the attention of the
Government had been called to the case
of the two young girls, Emma and
Phebe Cooper, who were recently brought
before the Perth Police Court, and
whether the Government, during the re.
cess, would take into consideration the
advisability of establishing a reform-
a.torgr for unfortunate girls of tender
age ?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that the only knowledge he had of
the case referred to was what he had de-
rived from a letter that he saw in that
morning’s paper. The matter bad wot
come before him officially in any way.
It may have come before the Colonial
Secretary, whose department had to deal
with such matters. He was informed
that the existing Industrial Schools and
Reformatory Act provided all that was
necessary for dealing with such cases ; the
only difficulty was the want of a building
where these unfortunate children could
be accommodated. Of course the Gov-
ernment would take this matter into their
serious consideration if the facts as stated
in the newspaper were correct.

TOWNSITE AT “HANNAN’S FIND.”

M. MONGER, without notice, asked
the Commissioner of Crown Lands
whether the Government intended to
have a townsite declared at * Ham-
nan’s Find,” and what was the reason
of the delay in proclaiming a townsite
there?

Tar COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hen. W. E. Marmion) said it
was intended to declare a townsite at
“ Hannan's Find,” and the only reason
for the delay was the holiday time, 1nost
of the officers on the field being now
absent on leave. As soon as work was
resumed, a survey of the townsite would
be made.

TELEGRAPH LINE BETWEEN SOUTH-
ERN CROSS AND COOLGARDIE.

Mgr. A. FORREST, without notice,

asked the Director of Public Works when -

[ASSEMBLY.)

Midland Railway Co.

tenders would be called for the construc-
tion of the telegraph line hetween South-
ern Cross and Coolgardie.

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORES (Hon. H. W. Venn) said the
material had Deen indented for some
little time ago, and the moment they re-
ceived advices from London that it had
been shipped, tenders would be called for
the work.

WATER SUPPLY FOR COSSACK.

Me. H. W. SHOLL, without notice,
asked whether the Government, during
the recess, would malke inguiries as to the
probable cost of a water supply for Cos-
sack P .

Tur DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said the
hon. member's question opened up rather
a wide subject. Of course, if it was the
wish of the House that the necessary ex-
penditure should be incurred in surveys
for a water supply for Cossack, doubt-
lessly the Government would undertake
that survey. But it would be an expen-
sive undertaling, as the water would
have to be DLrought down, by means
of gravitation, for a considerable dis-
tance.

NEWCASTLE RAILWAY STATION.

Mzr. CLARKSON, without notice,
asked the Commissioner of Railways
when Newecastle was going to be provided
with a railway station P

Ter COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said the
matter was under consideration, and he
hoped that, before very long, steps would
be taken to supply the wants of New-
castle in the shape of a new railway sta-
tion.

MIDLAND RAILWAY COMPANY: PAY-
MENT OF INTEREST.

Mke. R. F. SHOLL said he wished to
move the adjournment of the House, in
order to draw attention to——

Tae SPEAKER : The hon. member
cannot do it. A motion for adjournment
has already been made, and, according to
our Standing Orders, not more than one

' sueh motion can be made upon the same

day.
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Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved that the House do now adjourn
until 4 o’clock, p.m.

Mgr. R. F. SHOLL moved, as an amend-
ment, that the House adjourn until the

- following day, to enable him to bring
forward a matter of the greatest import-
ance to the colony, relating to the answer
given by the Premier, a few minutes ago,
to a question as to the Government pay-
ing the interest on the Midland Railway
Company’s debentures,

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said of course he shonld be very glad to
hear what the hon. member had to say,
but he thought the hon. member was not
asking what was reasonable when he asked
to have the session prolonged, in order to
interfere and take out of the hands of the
Government a matter for which they were
constitutionally responsible. An agree-
ment had been made, and upon it an Act
of Parliament had been passed, providing,
among other things, that if the Company
made default in the payment of interest
on the loan which had been guaranteed
by this colony, the Glovernment should
pay the interest out of any moneys
of the Company which might be in
hand at the time. The Government had
to do what was laid down in the agree.
ment and the Aect; therefore the carry-
ing out of this duty should be left to
them.

Mg. R.F.SHOLLreplied by contending
that the Government ought uot to pay
the interest, but leave the Company to
make default. Then this colony would
know its position in the matter.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said it was not for an individual
member of the House to construe this
agreement. The Executive Government
bad to carry out the law, as laid down in
the Act based upon that agreement. Oue
member of this House should not stand
up and dictate to the Government the
action they should take, when that action
was clearly laid down in the statute and
the agreement which constituted a con-
tract, What the Governwment did iu the
matter they would be answerable for, and
to them should be lefi the responsibility.
So long as the Government had moneys
of the Company in hand, no default could
be made by the Company in the payment
of interest due on the Loan, because the
Act expressly provided that such moneys

[22 Dgc., 1893 Civil Service Commission.
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should be applied by the Govermmnent to-
wards the payment of the intevest. There-
fore, s¢ long as the Jovernment had such
moneys in hand, no default could be made
by the Company ; and, until defanlt was
made, the Company’s railway could not be
forfeited. No¢ matter what the Com-
pany’s past history might have been, this
agreement must be carried out in accord-
ance with 1ts terms, and not other-
wise.

Me. LOTON hoped the hon. member
would be satisfied to leave this matter in
the hands of the Government. He failed
to see what was to be gained by any
further discussion of the matter. There
wag the original contract and a subse-
quent agreement, and an Act which con-
firmed that agreement; and upon these
documents, whatever action was taken,
must be based. The House could not now
interfere with the agreement entered into,
and the Aect of Parliament confirming it;
and the responsibility of dealing with
the matter must be left to the Execu-
tive. 'They all knew that, according
to the agreement, if the Company did
not pay the interest, the Government
must.

Amendment put and negatived, and
motion agreed to. _

The Speaker, at 25 minutes past one
o'clock, left the chair until four o'clock
p.m.

The Speaker resumed the chair at four
p-m. -

ROCEKINGHAM-JARRAHDALE RAILWAY
CHARGES,

Mz. PATERSON, without notice, asked
the Commissioner of Railways whether
he was aware that the Rockingham Jarrah
Timber Company were charging rates
which quite prohibited persopsfrom send-
ing goods to Jarrahdale by the Company’s
railway ?

Tar COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hou. H. W, Venn) replied: I
am quite unaware that the Company are
doing so.

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION.

Mz. SOLOMON, without notice, asked
the Premicr whether anything had been
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done about appointing a Commission of
Inquiry into the Civil Service, in accord-
ance with a resolution passed by the
House in the last session.

Tue PREMTER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied : The matter has been considered
by the Government, and we hope in a
short time to appoint a commission.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE
GOVERNOR.

PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT.

The following Message wus delivered
to and read by Mr. Speaker:—

“The Governor has the honour to
*transmit, herewith, a proclamation under
* his hand and the seal of the colony, pro-
“roguing the Legislative Council and the
“ Legislative Assembly to Wednesday,
*the 28th of March next.

“The Governor thanks your honour-
*“able House for the Bill which you have
“ passed for enabling the compilation of
*the Electoral Rolls to be at once pro-
“ceeded with, and to whick, in Her
* Majesty’s name, he bas this day as-
“ gented.

“ Government House, Perth, 22nd De-
“ cember, 1893.”

Prorogation.

ProcLamaTioN by Hiz Ex-
cellency Sir WiILLIAM
CLEsvER Fraxcts Bonix-
sor, Knight Grand Cross
of the Most Distingeisbed
‘W. C. F. RoniNsox. Order of St. Michael and
St. George, Governor and
Commnnder.in-Chief in and
over the colony of Westarn _
A in and ite Depend-
encies, &e., &e., &o.
Waurgreas under the provisions of “The Con-
stitution Act, 1889,” it ia made lawful for the
Governor of Western Australia for the time
being 1o fix $he place and time for holding the
first and every other session of the Legislative
Council and Legislative Assembly of the said
colony as he may judge advisable, and also to
prorogue the said Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly from time to time by
Proclamation or otherwise whenever he ghall
think fit: Now reerzrore I, Sir WiLriam
Curaver Frawrcrs Rosrxnson, G.C.M.G,, being
Governor as aforesaid, in exercise of the powers
g0 in me vested, deeming it advisable to pro-
rogue the Legislative Council and Legislative
Assembly of Western Avstralia, do hereby
announceand proclaim that the said Legislative
Council and Legislative Assembly are pro-
rogued accordingly to WeDwEsDAY, TRE 28BTH
paY oF MagcH, 1894,

Given under my hand and the Public Seal of

the said colony, at Government House,
Perth, this 22nd day of December, 1§03,

By His Excellency’s Command,

JOHN FORREST,
for Colonial Secretary.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN!!!

Western Austrulia,
to wit. }

(L.8.)

The session then closed.

-—B: A{h;.l:nr{ty: RIcHAED PETANE Goverument Priuter, Perth.



